Economic inequality is a hot-button issue in contemporary PRC politics.  Xi Jinping’ “Common Prosperity” initiative seeks to resolve decades of unequal growth and fix the social issues which have stemmed from it.  What drives this new push for redress of economic grievances?  To answer this question, we turn to the data and examine our survey research whch seeks to establish basic facts about how Chinese citizens view economic inequality in their own country and in comparison with the United States.  Overall, we find that, while Chinese citizens recognize economic inequality in their own country, they are optimistic regarding future trends and feel issues of inequality pose less of a threat to stability than they do in the U.S.	Comment by Lei Guang: Redirect?	Comment by Lei Guang: Are “equity” and “equality” used interchangeably here?	Comment by Lei Guang: Can we use “present tense” for the entire blog?

The online survey reflects Chinese citizens’ perceptions of income inequality in China and in the U.S. The survey firstFirst, let’s discuss  tests factual beliefs about inequality.  to establish a baseline, a clear set of descriptive statistics which can help us establish what Chinese citizens actually believe about the state of economic inequality.  It includesLet’s start with an index of factual evaluations based on responses to four true or /false questions. Each correct answer to the factual question has a score of “0”, an overestimate is “1”, and an underestimate “-1”. Respondents’ total factual scores are summed over the four questions, giving us a result: where the higher the score, the more overestimated about the income inequality in Chinahe more the respondent overestimates inequality in China. The survey shows manyshows that, somewhat surprisingly, a plurality of Chinese people (42%) have a balancedn accurate view on income inequality in China. About one-third overestimate the gap between rich and poor and about 25%one-fourth underestimate the income gap.  	Comment by Harris Doshay: Give us a paragraph introducing the survey and some of the broad ideas
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When To see how Chinese respondents view inequality in greater detail,  we can turn to a question asked about what social structure graphich social structure most closely reflectss the makeup of the Chinese society., From this, it seems that the majority of respondents are aware that China has the an more unequal social structure in absolute terms, one which s that mimics the pyramid shapeshape of a pyramid seen in  response B Figure 1. . People’s Chinese citizens’ views about inequality in the U.S. are more divided. While 28.7% believe the US has an equal social structure that resembles the olive shape, quite a lot nearly a quarter  (23.4%) perceive U.S. to have the most unequal structure illustrated in E, with a great mass of people at the bottom and a small elite at the top. 	Comment by Lei Guang: More than what or which country?	Comment by Harris Doshay: Don’t know which this is, clarify language
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While the responses above indicate that Chinese respondents are clear that the social structure in China has issues with inequality,  it appears they are more split as to its relative standing with the U.S., with potential implications for dissatisfaction with the regime.  

If Chinese citizens perceive their problem to be severe relative to competitors, they may be more displeased with the actions of their regime than if they feel their problems to be tame by global standards.

As forIn order to investigate the perceived severity of the problem of inequality, let’s go back to the source.  We find that in other questions, Chinese people also tend to feel be more optimistic toward domestic inequality is more easily resolved and more pessimistic towardfeel inequality in the U.S. is a more dire problem. In fact, aAbout a third believe inequality is not a serious problem in China. Only 4.5% believe inequality is a very serious problem in China, whereas over 20% believe inequality is very serious in the U.S.  This optimism may, in turn, help us understand high levels of satisfaction repeatedly found in surveys of Chinese citizens.
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This is substantiated by respondents’ views towards the link between inequality and social instability.  As for the potential threat of inequality to social stability, onlyOnly a few respondents (11%) worryy that the gap between rich and poor in China becomingis too large that maymight cause social unrest. But In contrast, they do believe the rising income gap is a destabilizing factor for the U.S.
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Chinese people’s favorable views of domestic inequality are also reflected in their perceptions of inequality’s trajectoryived trend of inequality. The majority of respondents believe income inequality in China has reduced or stayed the same in the past 5 years. They also believe the income gap will continue to decrease in the upcoming 5 years. In contrast, about half people think income inequality in the US has worsened and will continue to deteriorate.  This optimism may be critical to understanding the broader picture of satisfaction with many aspects of the regime’s economic governance.	Comment by Lei Guang: Is “favorable” used in the same sense as “optimistic?”
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The majority of Chinese people also believe the society is fair in general. They also tend to agree that their ability and effort are rewarded with a fair income.

Interestingly, Chinese respondents appear to share perceptions common to Americans who discuss economic inequality as an issue of pulling oneself up by their bootstraps.  When asked to list the primary reasons for inequality in China, the majority of people (53.4%) attribute to individual factors such as ability, effort, and education. When people blame external factors, they attribute the blame to the rich failing to help the poor, rather than blaming government policies. These perceptions of the root causes of inequality may further exculpate blame from the state, helping to further elucidate our understanding of regime satisfaction.	Comment by Lei Guang: ?
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So what are the major takeaways from this study? We find Chinese citizens have relatively accurate factual beliefs about inequality in China. They are aware the Chinese society has an unequal economic structure where most people have a small fraction of national wealth. However, they do not think of this as a serious problem because they view the income gap as narrowing, believe the society as fair, and primarily blame individual factors such as ability for inequality. Finally, and critically, Chinese people think inequality is a bigger problem in the U.S., though many are aware the U.S. society has a more equal economic structure, perhaps due to nationalistic sentiment.

What, then, of Common Prosperity?  From our survey analysis, it does appear that Chinese citizens are not yet entirely dissatisfied with the state of inequality in China, in part perhaps driven by perceptions of positive trends and a belief that individuals are responsible for their own poverty due to lack of effort or education.  However, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of the cure.  While Chinese citizens may not believe inequality is a problem for unrest in their own country as of yet, their view of the U.S. indicates that they believe such inequality can indeed prove a massive stumbling block.  Beijing’s efforts may be intended to stave off just that potential reality.  	Comment by Lei Guang: Nice! But isn’t one of the ironies of Jiannan’s findings that: Chinese recognize their society to be highly unequal, even more unequal than the US. But they do not tend to think that is a problem, both because of trend, and because of the individual pulling-oneself-up-by bootstraps belief. Yet, when it comes to the US, they think inequality  - even if they think is less severe than that of China – to be a big problem. Why? Do Chinese suffer from social recognition schizophrenia ? [Jiannan – you need to credit me if you use this metaphor ]


Survey questions:

[Perceived Severity]
以下关于中国收入分布的陈述，哪个更接近事实？

	1978-2015年间，中国前10%收入人群的收入增长速度比其他低收入人群更快
	
	
	1978-2015年间，中国前10%收入人群的收入增长速度比其他低收入人群更慢

	1978-2015年间，中国最低50%收入人群的收入在国民总收入中的占比在不断提高
	
	
	1978-2015年间，中国最低50%收入人群的收入在国民总收入中的占比在不断下降

	截至2015年，中国前10%收入人群的收入在国民总收入中的占比高于其他低收入人群。
	
	
	截至2015年，中国前10%收入人群的收入在国民总收入中的占比低于其他低收入人群。

	截至2015年，中国前10%收入人群的平均个人年收入为25万以下
	
	
	截至2015年，中国前10%收入人群的平均个人年收入为25万以上





Q47 这五幅图表示不同的社会类型。请看说明和图。
 
Q48 你认为哪幅图最接近目前中国的社会类型？
1) 类型A
2) 类型B
3) 类型C
4) 类型D
5) 类型E
6) 不知道
 
Q49 你认为哪幅图最接近目前美国的社会类型？
1) 类型A
2) 类型B
3) 类型C
4) 类型D
5) 类型E
6) 不知道
 
Q50 你认为我国的贫富分化问题有多严重？
1) 一点也不严重
2) 不太严重
3) 一般严重
4) 比较严重
5) 非常严重
6) 不知道
 
Q51 你认为国内目前的贫富差距是否对社会安定有威胁?
1) 没有威胁
2) 有一些威胁
3) 有很大威胁
4) 不知道

Q52 在过去5年中，你认为我国的收入不平等是减小了，没有变，还是更大了？
1) 减小了
2) 没有变
3) 更大了
4) 不知道
 
Q53 在未来5年中，你认为我国的收入不平等会减小，保持不变，还是变大？
1) 会减小
2) 会保持不变
3) 会变大
4) 不知道
 
Q54 你认为美国的贫富分化问题有多严重？
1) 一点也不严重
2) 不太严重
3) 一般严重
4) 比较严重
5) 非常严重
6) 不知道
 
Q55 你认为国内目前的贫富差距是否对社会安定有威胁?
1) 没有威胁
2) 有一些威胁
3) 有很大威胁
4) 不知道
 
Q56 在过去5年中，你认为美国的收入不平等是减小了，没有变，还是更大了？
1) 减小了
2) 没有变
3) 更大了
4) 不知道

Q57 在未来5年中，你认为美国的收入不平等会减小，保持不变，还是变大？
1) 会减小
2) 会保持不变
3) 会变大
4) 不知道

[Perceived Fairness]
Q58 总的来说，您认为当今的社会是不是公平的？
1)  非常不公平
2) 比较不公平
3) 不算公平也不算不公平
4) 比较公平
5) 非常公平
6) 不知道
 
Q59 您认为和您的能力和付出相比，您现在的收入是合理的吗？
1) 比应得的少得多
2) 比应得的少一些
3) 基本合理
4) 比应得的多一些
5) 比应得的多得多
6) 不知道

[Blame Attribution] 
Q60 您认为导致贫富分化的最主要原因是什么？
1) 运气
2) 努力
3) 天赋
4) 教育
5) 能力
6) 政府政策
7) 先富没有带动后富
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